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in Paris. He hoped that this trial of absence would
quicken her affection for himself, and when she wrote
affectionate letters he began to think the experiment was
proving successful. But no real change had been made
in her feelings. She could not but love him for his
generous kindness to herself, but her unfortunate prefer-
ence had in no wise lost its power over her. Mill was
staying in Paris at the same time, but only for a few
weeks, and, as he is careful to explain to Mr. Fox, not so as
to compromise her. Finally Mr. Taylor appears to have
welcomed her return to live with him as " a friend and
companion/' writing that her letters proposing this plan
have given him delight.

The facts just mentioned I derive from the private
letters in my possession. But I have heard many things
from my father and my aunt which have seemed to
throw a light on the contents of those letters. They
never spoke to me as to one who had heard anything
discreditable to my grandmother, or as wishing to justify
her. The facts I heard from my father dropped from
him when I was a child, and, often repeated, impressed
my memory. My aunt I only lived with during the
last years of her life, when she took a great pleasure in
describing over and over again many of the scenes of
her childhood and youth. I might have learnt much
more, had I not shrunk from asking questions which
might have shown that I was aware of anything unusual
in her mother's married life. Besides, not having then
read the private letters, I did not know what information
to desire.

She frequently related to me how, even from child-
hood, she had been her mother's constant companion,
acting as her maid and sleeping with her, Mrs. Taylor's
health having been so delicate that it was the robust little
girl who took care of the mother rather than receiving
attentions from her. Her mother, she sometimes com-
plained, was always travelling, and she, who loved home
pleasures, her garden and her books, must for ever be
travelling too, during much of her childhood and youth.              *i
